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Disposition of Claims 

4) £3 Claim(s) 14.1 5 and 18-37 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments filed 10/02/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The support arm was not mention in the previous rejection. Therefore, a 
new non-office action is made as follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 14, 15, 19-23, 25-30, 32-33, 35-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Chaux (4,852,552). Chaux discloses: 

Regarding claim 14 

a housing (26), 

a first arm (12) having a rib engaging blade (22, 24) at a distal end 
portion 

a second arm (10) having a rib engaging blade (18, 20) at a distal end 
portion 

a mechanism (including 8, 14, 16) interposed between the first and 
second arms, at least the portion (14) being contained in the housing 
(26) 
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in figure 6, as the second arm (10) moved away from the first arm (12) in 
a transverse direction parallel to the housing also move the engaging 
blade (18, 20) upward direction different from the transverse direction. 
Regarding claim 15, a rack bar (8) fixedly attached to the first arm (12) at one 
end and at an other end movably engages a proximal end of the second arm (10). 

Regarding claim 19, the engaging blades of the second arm (10) being moved 
upward direction as the second arm moved away from the first arm (fig. 6) and rotatable 
mounted with respect to the mechanism via the rotatable member (28). As the member 
(28) being rotated during use the engaging blade rotated. With the broadest 
reasonable interpretation "during use" in compasses at a time one rotates the member 
(28). 

Regarding claim 20 

a base portion (8), 

a first arm (12) having a rib engaging blade (22, 24) at a distal end 
portion 

a second arm (10) having a rib engaging blade (18, 20) at a distal end 
portion 

a mechanism (including ratchet portion of the base, 14, 16) interposed 
between or connecting the first and second arms, 
in figure 6, as the second arm (10) moved away from the first arm (12) in 
a transverse direction parallel to the housing also move the engaging 
blade (18, 20) upward direction different from the transverse direction. 
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Regarding claim 21, a support arm (65) rotatably mounted to the base (8) via the 
rotatable member (28) and the support arm adapted to rest against the surface a body 
of a patient during driving by a mechanism. 

Regarding claim 22, the support arm is fixed to the second arm (10) and rotated 
as the second arm rotated during driving by said mechanism (col. 4, lines 56-66). 

Regarding claim 23, the support arm (65) moves with respect to the second arm 

(10). 

Regarding claim 24, the support arm (65) comprises a sternal pad or blade at a 
distal end. 

Regarding claims 25 and 26, 

a first arm (12) having a rib engaging blade (22, 24) at a distal end 

portion 

a second arm (10) having a rib engaging blade (18, 20) at a distal end 
portion 

adjusting means (including 8, 14, 16) interposed between the first and 
second arms 

in figure 6, as the adjusting means moves the second arm (10) away 
from the first arm (12) in a transverse direction parallel to the housing 
also move the engaging blade (18, 20) upward direction different from 
the transverse direction. 
Regarding claims 26-28, the second arm and the blades (18, 20) and support 
arm (65) rotates during lifting (col. 4, lines 56-66). 
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Regarding claims 29, 30, 32, 33, and 35-37: 
a base portion (8), 

a first arm (12) having a rib engaging blade (22, 24) at a distal end 
portion 

a second arm (10) having a rib engaging blade (18, 20) at a distal end 
portion 

a mechanism (including ratchet portion of the base, 14, 16) interposed 

between or connecting the first and second arms, 

in figure 6, as the second arm (10) moved away from the first arm (12) in 

a transverse direction parallel to the housing also move the engaging 

blade (18, 20) upward direction different from the transverse direction. 

a support arm (65) rotatably mounted to the base (8) via the rotatable 

member (28) and the support arm adapted to rest against the surface a 

body of a patient during driving by a mechanism. 

an offset positioning assembly (66, 68, 76) secures the support arm on 

the second arm and prevents movement of the support arm on the 

second arm. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.SC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chaux 
'552 in view of Cbker '841. Chaux discloses all the limitation as claimed except fails to 
disclose the blades comprising a plurality of fingers. Coker discloses a retractor blade 
with fingers. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to provide fingers for the engaging blades of 
Chaux's device in order to enhance the gripping. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 24, 31, 34 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to (Jackie) Tan-Uyen T. Ho whose telephone number is 
571-272-4696. The examiner can normally be reached on MULTIFLEX Mon. to Sat.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ANHTUAN NGUYEN can be reached on 571-272-4963. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




(Jackie) Tan-Uyen T. Ho 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3731 
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